BOOK V
ECONOMIC LIFE

CHAPTER XV

WEALTH AND PROSPERITY
General Prosperity

The reader of the works of Kalidasa is struck by the prosperous condition
of the people which is most lavishly attested to by innumerable allusions of an
economic nature. It must be noted, however, that since he refers mostly to the
rich section of society his description cannot be accepted as depicting the state of
the common people. Yet from what one reads in his works one is overwhelmed
with the evidence of opulence and plenty. Big mansions with their many-
storeyed roofs, attic rooms, balconies and terraces were common sights along
both sides of streets. To many of these houses were attached luxuriously laid
out gatdens where flowers and plants of every season were grown in abundance
in the lovely beds of the rich Indian soil The wealth of precious stones was not
only a source of income to the State but in most cases it also satisfied the taste
of the luxury-loving rich who put them to different uses. Food was rich and wine
was of many kinds and much in use. Trade flourished and the caravans of mer-
chants by land and sarihwahas by sea poured forth immense wealth got in trade
(vawjya). Trade routes were very commonly frequented. Cities abounding
in the land, were noisy and thickly thronged by people. Shops lined both sides
of the highway and rich customers moved to and fro making their purchases
in the crowded bazaras where articles, big and small, imported from lands with
which India carried on her brisk trade, were heaped in piles. We shall now sur-
vey below the economic state of the people under specific heads.

National Wealth

The following were the sources of the national wealth. Agriculture1 was
the main source of the sustenance of people as also of the land revenue for the
State. Pastures2 yielded grass for crores3 of cows and other cattle. Ferries4
paid were considerable; trade and commerce brought in much riches, and forests
yiefded elephants for warfare and ivory. Exhaustively worked mines6 produced
precious stones and metals, diamonds, marbles and gold. Seas6 were the source of
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